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SEAFOOD INDUSTRY AWARDS 
Statement 

HON SHELLEY PAYNE (Agricultural) [5.59 pm]: I rise tonight to talk about an event that is happening tomorrow 
night albeit not as important as what Hon Darren West has just mentioned, but worth mentioning anyway. 
Tomorrow night is the Western Australian Seafood Industry Awards. It is an amazing event that showcases the 
WA seafood industry and its value to the state economy and community and recognises the positive contribution 
made by businesses, government and researchers towards improving the WA seafood industry. 
As we all know, WA supplies some of the finest seafood caught in the world to local, national and international 
markets. Tomorrow, there will be 12 categories of awards that cover all the way from fisherman to the processors, 
the wholesalers, exporters, retailers and restaurants. There are awards for best seafood restaurant; best seafood 
producer; safety, research and development; young achievers; leadership and environment. There are also awards 
for the people who work on the boat; there is a new deckhand award. I mention these awards not just because they 
are awards, but because it is one of the best events of the year. It is an opportunity to showcase and try all of the 
amazing seafood that we have in WA. Some of the best chefs will be there tomorrow night. Don Hancey, who is 
the WA food ambassador and the WA Fishing Industry Council seafood ambassador; Neil Forbes from Black Pearl 
Oyster Shucking; Chris Howard; Stuart Laws; Peter Manifis; Leigh Nash; and heaps of our amazing chefs here in 
WA will be cooking up an amazing range of our seafood. That is tomorrow might. I just checked and there are still 
tickets left, so if any members are seafood buffs or they want to support their local fishing businesses, they should 
come down to the Esplanade Hotel in Fremantle. It is a fantastic night, so if members want to get to know their 
local fishing businesses, I encourage them to come along. 
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